Princeton Clarion newspaper article on Perryville, 25 Oct 1862

The attached article appeared in the Princeton Clarion, Princeton IN, Sat 25 Oct 1862, on page 2
(accessed on Newspapers.com 2 / 4 at https://www.newspapers.com/image/437883987/ ).  am
grateful to Tim Beckman for this citation, which appears in his excellent article, “The 42nd
Indiana At The Battle Of Perryville, ‘Baptism of Fire,”” Revision I - March 2004, at
http://freepages.rootsweb.com/~indiana42nd/history/42nd_History Perryville.htm# ednrefl7 .

The article is titled “Correspondence from Buell’s Army, Crab Orchard, Kentucky, Oct 17th,
1862” and is signed “Tent No. 1, Co. E, 42nd Reg. Ind. Vols.” It appears to have been written by
a person who was present during the battle, most likely a member of Company E, possibly
(“Tent No. 1?”) the company commander, Captain French.

Attached are the following copies from Newspapers.com:
- the full page containing the Oct 17th letter;
- an extract of the page with columns 1 to 3; and
- an extract from column 2 with the description of William Mathews’ death;
- an extract from column 3 with a casualty that includes William Mathews as Killed, and
Cornelius Mathews as Wounded in the thigh. The extracts from colums 2 and 3 are
marked with red comment lines in the full-page and three-column copies. [Note: This is
the only reference I have seen that mentions Cornelius’ being wounded at Perryville.]

For purposes of this project, the important references in columns 2 and 3 are transcribed as
follows:

In column 2, the paragraph beginning about 60% down the page describes the death of William

Mathews:
[After being ordered to withdraw from the creek up the hill to the main Union line near
the Squire Bottom farm...] ”This was immediately done by a greater part of the regiment,
but the command not being generally heard, Capt. French called on his men to rally and
stand by their colors (our company is the color company.) This we did, and thus our
company remained in the hollow some minutes after the balance of the regiment had
gone — Major Shanklin having lost his horse, and observing our company still there with
a perfect herd of the enemy approaching, came back on foot and told us we must get out
of that place. In falling back we had to cross the road and climb a steep bank into a field,
where both the musketry and cannon had fair play upon us. But we went over with our
flag flying, although the whole atmosphere was hissing and quivering with the missiles of
destruction which the enemy with savage yells poured upon us. Here it was that several
of our men were wounded, and here too William Mathews of Owensville turned and fired
upon the enemy who were fast closing behind us. But it was the last shot for the brave
boy, for a ball immediately entered his forehead passed through his head killing him
instantly. His death was instantaneous and evidently without pain, as he simply shrank
back against the fence, without a single distortion of feature or a groan. A few minutes
afterwards Major Shanklin was wounded in the head, and borne off the field by some
members of our company.”


https://www.newspapers.com/image/437883987/
http://freepages.rootsweb.com/%7Eindiana42nd/history/42nd_History_Perryville.htm#_ednref17

In column 3, the paragraphs beginng about 30% down the page list the casualties in Company E.
(I have changed the format to a list for ease of reading):
“The loss in Capt. French’s company is as follows:
Killed: William Mathews and Robert Mooney.
Wounded:
R. B. Lucas, severely in the thigh;
Andrew Spence, in the [sic] sholder;
Cornelius Mathews, in the thigh;
George Reid in the foot;
Robert Richardson, in the head;
John Patterson, in the leg;
George Hilman, slightly in the thigh;
Thomas J. Ward, slightly in the arm;
William J. Pruett, slightly in the hand.
Corporal John R. Dougherty and Simeon Weidenhammer were taken prisoner and
released on parole.
None of the wounds will prove fatal to life in our company. I understand that in
Patterson’s case amputation has become necessary, and has been successfully
performed.”

In the two following photographs that I took in 2009, the treeline running
right to left down in the lower ground runs along the small creek where
members of the 42nd Indiana were trying to collect water to fill canteens
for the unit when the Confederate attack began. The point from which the
photos were taken reflect the general area in which the main Union lines
were located along the higher ground. Many of the 42nd's casualties,
including William Mathews, occurred during the 42nd's attempt to move
back up the hill to their main lines while under intense Confederate rifle
and artillery fire. One of the primary landmarks in this part of the
battlefield was then and is now Squire Bottom's farm house on the right
side of the photo. Barely visible in the first photo but more visible in the
second are the markers denoting the 42nd's place in the battle, two white
objects near the creek at the bottom of the hill. These markers were
placed in 2003 by Tim Beckman and other friends and descendants of
members of the 42nd. Tim's excellent article on Perryville includes
additional photos, at http://freepages.rootsweb.com/~indiana42nd/
history/42nd History Perryville.htm .
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WILLIA 4 KURTZ, EDITOR.
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with ail his people of the ah sre determined. —

the eattle, Thore i & perfect reign of terror, and
ntiment fur pesce oF comy romine is

Buell. anid it

wa. The duty is light % il
| sud the wea are getting wiroug ard heal [rierna daphariee
We meeded womething like this| . sudEyravisoniiialast
esen slow iraveliing hoge he every
uerally a8 our regi- pay giglen, in the land of Dixie
So the bagzing procss wod all thar|
leasint -r:‘;"'"‘:" kind of thine, 1s, we fear, played ont 1
outsine c08s8 10 VG o were ¢
|sboot 2,000 popultion sud is 0z of the| pagr™ e s sucoess 1 Fesatablsn G o) e
hm towos iu the interior of Kentucky. <) o biy
There are au traops Lere but the 170h aud! pyiotbly Fuilure, wholly b
inthe huspitals, Tho revels eft b nry

ervice

ion men bearing

ont, but they
to do <o at the bi di
ers, The white 1ae
e h e in & worse coud tion than
™ e blaks before the war. The rebel
Government has more men in scws than

|m anlh

300 sick snd two Su us here, wnd we | thoalt the ' the North, [l thinks thes fizht woil =
bave 400 or 500 alss. Many of the sick jpume, tared in K+otueky, Their cause is desperate. They do not

of torh armics are nearly well and able 0 iy propired 10 4. wlsehief dest 4 £ comforrahle
\vo about town. The ho-pttals are ailiolthy winter. But befors giviog up Hed to take the

Ii

"p
14 with or without

N
4 hops of Buell we will wait u fow duy~ 8 e we

re very ot |lpuger. Ilo may yet redvem the predic

The lad es of this

should go 1o work wi it gloses, Wa

{hubghas J F.CT i K. P. Glick ]
d with & virulenos that forgst paed 0400 U Here 1t was that sever.t o vur Dorer rplettvni K. ie e. Sowe of thew are buld in 93j= tiny of his fricnds  We fi ho puvished them st Antietsm more th
ship. and sl ol norhing for T @ 0 wer d hers to, Williaw died in the dsfeuse of their couatry's hon |ing they arc rebels and they give their|hur he will not - f..,l,y:..'m Th‘. it 01 o

|attention 10 the rebel hospitals. ng Inrge numbers of

While ™ Frow Capt Stout, of the Slst Indisna, tanit
who arrived from Crab Urchard this worn | %0 » ourried South on 1

aud leads M30 10 e we pather o few wdditionsl itoms of besides the steagelers

| precepts and example, we juicrestin referenos to the movem nis uf| Same one in the

nevertheless at times 8 1d hor lost o patri | tho armies in Kentucky they thiuk of Linool

awtion. Many of h

inquired  what

1 on Sarur

deals  lier kindness to the wound (day. Whoo be left the
ed of cither army is praisworthy but ber| ‘,rh,,, Buell's army was pe
sympathy with treason in damnable |eleven miles beyond the tomn oa the rosd bo ento
* oun d ¢ printing office here, and| {to Me vu,.....,, where it was understond 1t to th
-nh the aid of gome Tupr'sin the regi-' would remuin to awsit the arrival of tr us | quered and you sre bound to whip ue, what
|meot, wegot outw puver, the Union|portation traing. It weat iato cemp on h-rm can the proclmation work? e
|Comet, or Bazly of the 17 n Tudisou regi | Priday last | would decl re evers where the proclima
{ment. Tt had she foliowiog prospestur| A portion of Gen Crittenden's solamn, tian would 4o more to end 1h - rebellion
which will show its sope : s well ag portion of the oolumus of Gens' than o]l the battles fought  He was
The Ustox Cower will be published Gilbert and MoCook, had  wdvanced be | plauded throoghout bis remarks,
|regulurly every vow and then at the most|yond Mt Vernon and were still inpur-|  Carno, Qo 21.=The steamer Oy one
‘clm"r ent place. ata small prive, and 0o suit of the retrexzing rebel wrmy, with haly fired into by rebels Satu
{couaterf }.-u., tin d K4 shin of oveitaking it was not morning. 30 ni'es bilow  Mumphis
b £ ‘one man w The sme evomng
Allmmnu, produee nulﬂd:[ Gen. Buell has announoed hi« determi- ghe steam: itor was attacked by 3
in) gﬂgh'luquueh oorn whisky, Ko ucky nation to f llow the rebelsiuto Tonoensce bynd of rebals whils loading ootton, 25
oppl jack, scoond handed tooth brushes, For this purpose he has ordered Lt 000 miles below Memphis  Twn persons wern
and convalescent mules will be taken at/and ottior points bayond that to be made killed and seven wounded. The rbels
market prioe for subseription or & s | depots fur the reeeption of the nment then fired the bost. but  the flimon were
ing bills. stor w scoumulsted and hereal exringnished withont doing much damaze
T have sentasveral aopics to Princeton, |ber eived at Lioaissille ~ He has already and the bost esesped. ~ Rebels continue to
While the rebels were he o they lmnnpudr ed the removal of theso stores ts harn the eotton in tha neighborhood of
the office, not in priating aenynpen, byt | Lebanon. {Memphis. It iswid Prioe has been rein
t proslamations. [ found in| [le hus aleo ordered forward large d ly by 8fieen thousand Tux-
set up in typs, as the rabolg' portation tr More are arriving daily.
,.,‘ One from Gen_ Polk, ru- of fiting out the train for the 81st)  Broamers from Commeroe, Mo reports
one by Guv, Buckaer and three from th. ] that Capt. Biout was detailed to oll quiet.  Rebels sacked tho town and
g,." They a0d i e, learried off $3000 worth of gnode and
faotion of the soldiers with nnub-rnﬂ\n A report inin oi
manifeated 100 plainly to ba tian here 1o night thet the rebels had n.
h iutimate tasked and oaptured [dland No 10. The
-'; -n-l Bmllnn mnn is Dot trgmble to ane epli-tte

i you ssy you never

svmml severol | 1
nm.r-‘ tha-‘,y lmn-hup

[P -
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THE C L ARTO N.[Correspondence From Buell's irmy./Co. A. alao full bere.  Whoo wo bnd )

il
PRINCETON, IND,
SATERDAY NORNING, :
-y

0 THE PONLIG,
ﬂnﬁg taken in mabvig

=
OCTOBER 23, 182 |3y hony would perbiaps |

WILLIA 4 KURTZ, EDITOR. |fesd
e —emm——== have bitely been io quite &
ley

insertion of (he m;.' estiog then at
3
reaiing, thm :

‘most gned the valiey delow a rebel brig
|ade oame up ou vur Ictt, aud one or two of]
;Ihth Regrwents on our right, They ad
evd o close these two wings bebind us

d us sll—

Cuan Ouonanp, Knrucxy,
et 170u, 1862,
K, Clarion ;=1 roppose that our triends
ike very well 0!

w lioes from tb

wrp little bat
will be more_inter:
otber time,

ing, snd thinking they
tight place, they reised u yell like

aews and the ‘ | Weleit Louisviile oo the 1at inst. and |thoussu: poured into
mﬁ 8 oory Sesicable nnwapaptt | oo ipused & por of (e atiny corps No. con
* 0 The great varicty of Job Type mabies wo 10| which ia wnder command of Msj. Gen'
#‘iwm%m 9% Mook, Gon. Roussaw's division, fo

r M“M“l- Mmil -;:‘-:nm “: i regiment belongs, is in this

g L o "
.':‘E'm‘. Povey, ond V. . Gen. Jucki division, in
oa, b -m:mv—uu. that makes is the 80:th lod, is also with uve.
ot 8 demradle JSor adwertiaing of every do- 0 ours were engaged
wear th

Tuc Evecrions —The 8ih of dunusry
Democrats have elected their State ticket by
9,000 majority or upwards. The Legis
latare is suficiently democratio to sgeure »
U.8 Seostor—some democrst we hope
thet will never suffer himeelf to becowe,
not even “for once in bis life.” o sectionsl |
man, They have the matter now it their
own Bands, aad can wield it upon the old
land of the Jacksooian Dewoeracy
if they will and save the Union bys hear
ty ¢o operation in *prosecating the war to
# speedy sod bonorable elose.” Wil they
dois? .

—

s Thers sppears to be growing up
amoag our people a feeling of distruet if’
not disgust at the of energy in our
leadiog Generals— Buell, Flalleck, McClel
lan, &. Noris it to be wondered at wheu
%o nee the finest < i the world lying
in.0 iva—on the Upper Potomae au
b sther escortiog Bragg into Tennesse
w=allowing their rupplice to be gobbled up
wnd burat by e fiw thowesnd cov
$.cie rear,  Taese thiags @uy be o
egy sod all in secordeuce with
#aionoe but wo esattot see it. We fear our
the waot of

for the defeat of the
the lute eleotion in this S:ate, and smonrg
allof thew the Presideats plan of “com-
Peosstion emasn

receat Proslaativn, bad mre to d»
it thaa all 0 ber ceuses cowined, |
visionary sud imprdotical, ill mot

place. Oo the morning of th
ed from the town of Mexville with
tbe round of cannon in front to furewarn JHEL SR otkis tegien

us of the comiog combat. Our progrems|copiye g immediately closed the seens of

ersble wkir=! Doath and Horror.

wishivgio advaace of ws. Abous twelve, expected auother battle oo the next

arrived within o mile or two of dsy but when daylight come our ewcray

'..l'iil‘ fown. The bustle field was » terrible
| seet

erryville,
corps was balted sud furmed in line of s e dled like Mathews
battle. Loowmis' battery was posted upos | without & pang suuk to aleep like un infant
 biil io position 10 bear upou the rebels in its cradle, lulled into the decp slecpol
who were jast beyond o series of small id the roar of cannon, the rattle|

sketry aud the shri ks of the wound:
.‘! 9pon @ more chvated position.  Our ed end dyil’g, Others hul evideutly strug
brigede (the 17th under eow I¢led loog and peinfully with the griu
Lytle) was forwed oear, au wooster. There were more of the rebel
desd on the field than ours, Their dress
|eoutributed to t.e ghastly appesrsuce of

trated their devigus, - ud

ses

act upon the ¢
Qur rgiment was

8 ighborbo
Iy chance for water was » creck alwos
dry which was duwo the valley in frondl |
of Loowis's battery and between
the rebels. ugly
down here 80 get » driuk, sud weke
&c. While there o brisk canvonsdin
waskipt up between our lioes sud ¢

e

eir barefooted soldiery.

in Capt. French's com

Killed; W
w

d; Jubo Patterson,

ch ; Thomss J. Ward, slightly in

Corporel Joka R, Dongher'y and Sime

an ! released on parote
owe of the wouuds will prove fat | to
inone company. [ understand tha

borse: But @ uo ooe was burt we suou
vecows sccustowed to such thioge sud

in Pasterson’s ¢ase smuputation has becow
necessary, aod bas been successtully per-

[formed. g
firiug which pussled some of us exc-ediog | Gibson county hus lost twelve men kill
Iy, but we were uotlong iu the dark us 10'ed in t28 battle to wit: Tao in our com

this

Comet,” edited by frivad Risiog

every od then, at t 088 cou

ope 8o receive the

_ mezt number to baissued from the hears of [4ud with effzce.

Dizie if Buell's army des not o into win. | vrigvde seat word for us 10 fall back uatil |
we should be 10 lice with the balsnce of' important itews of news, or ge
the brigade whe

lo, Keutae y!

Uston 0C4AT L, —Thougl  beaten
says the Ludisuspilis Journal, the Unio
party of ludisns cwes & deur of gratitud|
40 the patriotic D wocrats who fuught wu

h it, which can never be paii.-

Nothiug wore wanly, wore patriotic, ball eslors (vur companyis the colur company.) time.
Chis we did, sud thus our compiny re-

eyer been exhibited in the nistory of oyl
eountry than their oouduct in the late e
test. Though they entored the Unio
Porty ot o time whea it was 8ot kuow
waeibor wny opposiug party wouid dure ¢

on eomwon wrappiog piper at|ed, sud inmediately cowwenced po
o Ky. Itis published regularly [¢rape shot upon us. Almost simul
ot this i
ient place, at & swall price in country per-|*
Jjuce, such aa fizhring cocke, corn whiskey. us from the front, bebiud which cames
K :ntacky spple j ok, second-handed too:h |brigade in solid line. W
mules. Success to/winute sod the eommend w

partof the regimeat, but the command wot|
beiog generaily beard

te ballsnce ut”
M jor Shiklia ba

any ; five 1y comping A, of the 80h; 0

tery sume where 1o the right uear the vrpe e (G4

uther eud of thy hullow which we oc.upi-

compiny B, 80th; u

‘e have marched +o th@point since the
, and have been 1y ooz hore for thirty
ho Brace is sl ahead of us.

approachiug| "

“fire by file”

bich our meo did carefully
The commander of thu[?."‘

rite to us frequently und
nd us copies of pipars whicl

were mungled in sl conecivable|

Hulman, slightly iu
wi

Williawm J. Pruets, slightly in :

oo Weidenhammer were taken prisouers ",

Capt. Show |'
ers company 80th  Elishs Kimball wid
ok | Pranky Monteowery of the Sith, have died|
e the battle of wouuds recieved there- -

he »
weot
itwa
briza
the fi

would be nppumd,‘m;ion 3

Thi; i diatel, 3 vstage  stamps ars cenerally scarce
T T Conr .‘"“"'munz the mea also and if friends would

renclose two or three oceasionslly they

|

Since our regiment left Alabima we
| have been on the march and now bave no/
tents, 00 cookinz utensils except what the|
@ent had goue — bogs curry, 50 you may be sure we arc not|
¢ lost his horse, 80d g the bet plightin the world,

owe winutes afrer

shrust itself oo our troubled country ¢
ducres @ iits troubles, wh-u fuction was ul [ ¥
most elienced, when treason lutked oul
in eeoret lodges and dark thick -ts, whei
they were necessarily unprepared to e
peec the oppsition aud obt quy they
terwards met, and had 1 fice the bitte

observiug our cowpiny still thers with o]

eame back ou £oot aud told us we mast get|
ot of that place. o falling bick we had|
to cros ths ro dand ciimb a steep bank, X * o
10to » ficld, where bo h the wuskeiry and 0f the M- ¥ Sibbath School in Prinesion 300 «
cannou bad fair play upon us. But we Inl. the following resotu.io s were offered have

One frien Is had betser address !l letters
perfiet hord of the enemy wpproaching, viy Iyyeville, |

Ky.
Tent No 1 Co K, 4204 Reg. Tud Vol

8 At a recent meetiog of tae members

b French call |wagld perhaps hear from the boys oftenr.
«d oo bis wen to rally and staud by their We have nos scen & Clarion for a long

|led
booty
w
[quart
baild
audtl
thy.
after
and b
ment
wout
the ¢

the »i

weut over with ourfliz 8 Ithough by Bro. Jumes Wickersham |of tor
disappeintment of secing ther party fuff00 DU atmosphers was hising sod| - WnEaga<, L has plewed Almighty|zo ab
i th the wissiles of destrneticm God to remyve from our midst by the hand | egcel|
my with savage yills poered of desth theee of our membirs Rithard for,
o re 1t was that sever.d of wur Dorsey, F.C Trplett wn i K. P. Gliek, who entiy
1) lu'hin"fvr ’-.h m n were wouaded, sud here to, Williaw died in the dufense of their couatry's hion [ing th
¥ Mubews of QO wesville turned and fireu or. Theretore, attent
upou the enewsy who were fast closiog be | Rsslved, That in the desth of thess our | wows
But 1t was the last shot for the | brethren we haee lost three of our most|thing
brave byy, for @ ball immedistely eutered! reculsr, prowpt wnd efficient teachers, the|virtue
his turebiesd passed throuzh head kill. community three of its best 20w, our|pever
iug hiw an-|country in this the hour of its extremity. | otigm
tausous he|three of its most couragious defenders, bean |
"“'J Resoleed. That the churoh hyve lost in|ed of
Brr's Dorsey an i Triplett (th sy
carlitint: wal®° r|being members of our church) | Ife
.y::l l“d‘l';h" o the inpunu:n :: of.u‘:i ;:::xrun iog mewbers and fuithful sup :::ll
result. They never underrated th | Y )
danger to be onm{unuud. -hi‘l’:‘;l:- Rl © o Eihatina “"d"- s K e Uomge
pn:lhiu-.- dud, il eontinuon i ::?c‘l;
SR s v htwent un briskly off to- sl
- Shaortly he ns gloom  visits
On?;h.k":ohbi held a coupeil of war » in 9‘..': l;un":l'f' :u‘:l. u-nd wricf wrings th ::ﬁ::
b o Hhe o bt to Bunk us. Qur right who is| g qp
laste
ly engercedthen  S:ep by step n pay
foll back until we gained the top of the|Orp! .y ing fiy
hill behind us.  Hore we were ordered to dehalf that He may sy unto their troubled apol
% [lie down and ceans firing until the enemy  s0uls, Pesce. Wi, -D. Dowsey, snd o0
ame nesrer. W lay il they Sceretary. | marke
i e et P et hmer of ®The Philudelphia North Amerioxs 5
bullets apon them. we then ad.anced rap *87%: It is now sbsolurely neocssary Wnil:
ifly dowa the bill lnding snd firing a1l 'het the Admin ould tako wara-|
they souts d ran: We ink by the eleoti d r.duse
prssed many of their dord and wound-d as Peases, punish its inoon.petent
we sdvavced. Ehere it was that Ribope S0mmnders, dismine lizy or ineffisient
Tonsd Moousy of our eompiny was shot. He EePersls, snd reorganis: it inancisl policy
F rmishing t| wes o little in e dvance T in such & way antorestore the credit and
Prryville, is sbour 4 500in killed, wound whot through the hesd, 1 carrency of the nation to s healthy be
34 amd priconers. The rebal b in kild | bofow she ‘spe, ho £ oia " :
o S 0 3360 Yotk Lot e W W ey e
well)  Total rebel fose—10,700. iog behavior h: onvioed in the ear'orait in R .chester was dereotad by trying

Her port of the e=tiva, Cupt. Alartesd of o s hor maney nm aver by boad
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[ 1SS RURASE RS XY RO DA CUEPAEIIY: |

or imwediately done by » grester| !
- the regimeant, but the cowmaud not lend
" tacraily beard, Caps. French call |y,

-~ ¢a vn dis wen to rully and staud by their, We
s | ¢»rlors (vur com paoyis the color company.)| "{
©! Piiis we did, sud thus our compuny re-| (e
ay
muived iuthe hellow sowe wivures afier!,
1o ballanos ut’ the regicient had gone — bog
| M jor Shwklia baviog lost bis horee, sud jq
'ome"m[ our cowpany still there with (
rhiet burd of the euemy wpprosching, v
e bick ou foot wud told us we must get|
sut of that place. o falling bick we had
[t erusthe ro d sud ciimb u siecp bauk| 8
lioto » fild, where bo h the wuskeiry and of !
anoa hed fair pliy upou us. But we l-l
us over with our flig fl;iog, although by |
sing wnd
of destrneticn God

13

xe ylls poured of
o Here 1t was that sever. vt wur Dor
d suaded, sud here to, Williaw_ died

| Muthews of O weusville turned and fireu, oF.
| upou 1 ewy who were Fast closing be | /i
el 104 the last shot for the| bret
by, for & bl immedistely eu red| rex
his turetiesd passed throuch his head kill.|com
iag him instaut y, Hisdearh wa
tauevus sud evidently wi
sumply shrank  buck

AL g J
of| Shaokiin was wounded in the huvl and| o
o] oraw off the 6 1d by vome mewb.rs of our P""'
cumpanY, ——ee |

We soon rallied with the ballanos of onr .,| ‘
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of the shoes were robbed from our
st dewd by their barefooted soldiery.
The loes in Capt. French's com

®las fullows.  Killed ; wm.-m \l'-m
-d Robert Mooney.
ed [severely iu the thigh; Audui spu
. |the sholder; Cui
thigh ; George llud in lh- foot ; Liobert| *1¥
Richardeon, in the head ; Jubo Patterson, | Fr
in the lex; George Hilman, wlightly ..A“P"

s the -h-.;h 'n.m..: Ward, il
hn)l

"g

{Goun
o w

le
adi @til scand Ba-1 aal
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